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Welcome to the fourth volume of the Papers and Publications undergraduate 
research journal. This year, we are proud to showcase seventeen articles from diverse 
fields, like environmental policy, politics, creative writing, Latino studies, and biology.  
 
The publication of this volume is bittersweet for me. On the one hand, I am so proud 
of the works that we have been able to disseminate, and I feel very fortunate for the 
opportunity to guide the development of the journal. On the other hand, this will be 
the last volume of Papers and Pubs that I will oversee, as I am stepping down from 
the position of Editor in Chief. 
 
I would like to thank the UNG Office of Academic Affairs, the University of North 
Georgia Press, the Center for Undergraduate Research and Creative Activities, the 
editorial board, the production team, and the faculty who volunteered their time to 
review submissions. They have made my job a true pleasure and honor. I also would 
like to thank the student authors who put so much effort into the works contained in 
this volume, as well as the faculty who mentored them.  
 
The creation and growth of this journal exemplify the commitment, professionalism, 
and drive of the UNG staff and faculty. I look forward to seeing what the future brings 




Miriam Segura-Totten, Ph.D. 
